MELBOURNE COLONIAL DANCERS

CELTIC BALL – June 2006

WELSH DANCES

FAREWELL TO THE SHORE

Formation:
Double Circle – men on the inside facing partners on the outside.

Style:

32-bar Waltz, with a progression.

1-8
Joining both hands with partner, 4 slip steps C-cl; balance and turn single to R.

9-16
Repeat, in the same direction.

17-20
Joining R-hands, balance and change places with partner.

21-24
Joining L-hands with neighbour’s partner to the left, balance and change places.

25-32
Waltz around the set C-cl with new partner.

OFFA’s DYKE

Formation:
Square set for 4 couples; 1st Cu with their backs to the music, 2nd Cu to their left; 3rd Cu opposite; and 4th Cu to their right.

Style:

4 x 48 bar jig.

1-8
Walking Step: Joining hands in a circle, all to the centre and back and do-si-do partner R-sh.

9-16
Repeat

17-24
Reel step (skip or skip-change): Weaving: Dancing couple pass each other R-sh, and dance alternatively outside, inside and outside the next three people in the square, meet between the opposite couple and lead back to place, man turning partner under his arm to original place.

25-32
Slip step: All circle to the left and back to the right.

33-40
Reel step (skip or skip-change): Dancing couple lead across, cross between opposite couple (W in front of M) and dance a figure of 8 around that couple.

41-48
All 4 couples swing, dancing couple swinging back to place.

Repeat three more times, with couples 2, 3 and 4 leading each round.

WATERFALL WALTZ

Formation:
Sicilian Circle (Cu facing Cu round the room, W on her partner’s R)

Style:

32 bar waltz, couples progressing to dance with a new couple.

1-8
M turn each other once round with RH, all do-si-do opposites.

9-16
W turn each other once round with RH, all do-si-do partners; finish facing partner.

17-20
Slide 2 steps sideways (M to L behind W; W to R in front of M), turn partner BH half way round.

21-24
Repeat Bars 17-20 to original places.

25-28
Join hands and circle to L halfway round with opposite Cu.

29-32
Turn partners one and a half with crossed hands, finish facing new Cu.

POWELL’s FANCY

Formation:
3-couple dance in a 4-couple longways set.

Style:

9/8 jig; stepping is performed with a slide-heel-toe sequence, first with the R-foot then with the L. Travelling step is a brisk walk with a slight lilt, similar to ‘Well Hall’ only faster.

1-4
1st Cu turn RH and cast into 2nd place (2nd Cu moving up).

5-8
1st Cu turn LH, M casts down ending facing up between 3rd Cu, W casts up ending facing down between 2nd Cu.

9-12
Joining hands in two lines across the dance, step to person facing, dancing couple ending in 2nd place proper.

13-16
Joining hands in two lines on the sides, step to partner.

17-20
1st Cu step to 1st Corner and turn corner BH.

21-24
Passing partner L-sh, repeat with 2nd corner.

25-30
1st Cu, taking inside hands, lead out between 2nd and 3rd M, cast (M up, W down), meet in the middle and lead out between 2nd and 3rd W and cast again (M up, W down), meeting in the middle again.

31-32 1st Cu make a quick BH turn in the middle, ending in 2nd place proper.

Repeat with original 3rd and 4th Cu.  On bars 31-32, dancing Cu lead down to 4th place (4ths moving up to 3rd position).

LORD OF CAERNARVON’s JIG

Formation:
4-couple longways set.  The progression is once through and to the bottom.

Style:

4x32 bar reel (the ‘jig’ in the title is misleading).

1-8
Walking step: All four couples forward and back a double.

9-16:
Walking step: All four couples R-sh gipsy and L-sh gipsey.

17-24:
Reel step (running step - one-two-three-small hop - starting on the R-foot).   1st Cu cross R-sh, cast down into second place (2nd Cu moving up), cross over again, casting into third place (3rd Cu moving up) and lead between 4th Cu (who, on bar 24 quickly cast out and up and fall in behind 1st couple, facing down).  Couples 3 and 2 likewise turn to face down, taking nearer hands with partner, ready for…...

25-28: Walking step: 1st Cu (who are at the bottom of the set) cast back up to the top, followed by 4th, 3rd and 2nd couples who lead down before casting back up.  2nd Cu is now at the bottom of the set.

29-32: Walking step: All turn partners BH one and half times to end facing down.

Repeat with 2nd Cu leading at the bottom of the set.

Repeat with 3rd Cu leading at the top of the set.

Repeat with 4th Cu leading at the bottom of the set.

________________________________________________________________________

Abbreviations:

BH = both hands, C-cl = Counter-clockwise, Cu = Couple, LH = left hand, L-sh = left shoulder, M = man/men, RH = right hand, R-sh = right shoulder, W = woman/women.

